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Abstract / Content summary There is renewed interest in the capacity of private investors to use the revenues from the sale of carbon credits or offsets to reduce carbon dioxide emissions from the process of deforestation and forest degradation and thus help high-emission countries like Australia to meet their emission reduction targets. Papua New Guinea is one of the countries in which these voluntary forest carbon projects are being constructed, validated and certified in order for this market to be expanded. This paper examines some of these projects in detail in order to reveal some of the fundamental flaws in the way that their proponents represent what is happening in the areas where such investments are being proposed and approved. We aim to show what sorts of evidence would need to be presented in order for such projects to make a credible claim to achieve their stated goals. At the same time, we cast some doubt on the capacity of relevant government agencies and their development partners to ensure that projects of this kind will not simply benefit the companies that buy and sell carbon credits but also produce some real and lasting benefits for the rural communities whose members own the native forests that are being exploited in this peculiar way. Keywords: forestry, Papua New Guinea, resource management
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