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Abstract / Content summary This paper is based on a desktop scoping review of the literature on Papua New Guinea’s informal economy. The findings show that current knowledge and understanding on this subject has been informed by research from various academic disciplines. Over the last decade, an improved understanding of critical constraints facing the informal economy has led to state intervention through legislation and policy. Policy priority areas require the state to play an enabling role in providing public goods and effective delivery of services and facilitate the growth of informal economic activities. While progress has been made to address underlying impediments with the assistance of donor partners in improving market places and agricultural research, much remains to be done. The study has identified a number of gaps in research, and issues emerging from the literature are outlined for further investigation. Ongoing research is vital as it can positively contribute to the debate and discussion on addressing issues for effective policy decision making for the informal economy.
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