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	Abstract / Content summary
	Here we report on the third joint NARI-NIAS collecting mission for crop and wild relatives of crops genetic resources. This mission covered parts of Western and Gulf Provinces. The genetic resources collected included five species of Vigna, three species of Oryza, cassava, taro, sago, aibika and banana (Musa acuminata). The areas visited represented distinctly different ecologies and in each area a different assemblage of species was found. Only in the coastal villages of Mabaduan and Masingara were the species O. officinalis and Vigna cf. minima found. In Balimo the orange soil suggests the presence of iron resulting in lake water with low pH. In that area O. rufipogon is abundant. In the Kikori area Oryza species were not found but Vigna species were present. In the coastal village of Mabaduan cassava was collected. In Balimo and Kikori delta, sago was collected. The germplasm represents new collecting locations for several species. The diverse ecologies in which germplasm was collected suggest that they are likely to have useful adaptive traits.
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