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	ORIBIUS WEEVIL MANAGEMENT PACKAGE

	Summary
	An Oribius Weevils Management Package has been released by NARI for Highland farmers who feel the impact of Oribius weevil damage to their agricultural crops. Oribius weevils are insect pests which feed on many different plants ranging from leafy vegetables to fruits and field crops such as coffee. Feeding causes significant reduction in crop growth, loss of yield, downgrading of crop marketability and, in severe cases, increased tree and seedling mortality. The released package contains recommendations on type of insecticides, dose rates, timing of application both in terms of year and time of day, elimination of preferred weed host plants and the use of intercropping or border planting.Description:
The importance of this group of weevils as a most important pest of a range of food crops in the Eastern Highlands is confirmed The levels of potential crop loss for five important crops – avocado, cabbage, capsicum, citrus and strawberry – have been documented cost effective controls through the use of two available insecticides - Karate and Target - have been recommended following extensive laboratory and field trials
Studies of host preferences have identified important sources of infestation from weeds or other crops
Three non-preferred crops – spring onion, carrot and cassava – have been identified as suitable for intercropping or border planting to reduce oribius damage
A Technical Bulletin “Oribius Weevils Ecology and Management”, posters and a Toktok are available from NARI Information Centres.
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